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the hall until the bride's guests have retreated
into the side rooms: as soon as this is accom-
plished he is introduced into the presence of
his mother-in-law and her daughter by the
women servants. He studiously avoids look-
ing up as he enters the hall, because, ac-
cording to the custom of this people, he must
first see his wife's face in a looking-glass, which
is placed before the young couple, when he is
seated on the musnud by his bride. Happy for
him if he then beholds a face that bespeaks the
gentle being he hopes Fate has destined to
make him happy; if otherwise he must submit;
there is no untying the sacred contract.

Many absurd customs follow this first intro-
duction of the bride and bridegroom. "When
the procession is all formed, the goods and
chattels of the bride are loaded on the heads
of the carriers; the bridegroom conveys his
young wife in his arms to the chundole (covered
palankeen), which is in readiness within the
court, and the procession moves off in grand
style, with a perpetual din of noisy music until
they arrive at the bridegroom's mansion.

The   poor   mother has  perhaps  had  many